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TYPE OF AGENDA ITEM 
 Information Item (update on projects) 

 Action Item 

  Evaluation, Promotion, Tenure 

  Professional Development (PIP, sabbatical, travel, workshops...) 

  Recommend procedure change by another committee or individual that does not 
require to the GP Manual 

 Feedback request (for ultimate decision by another committee or individual) 

  Calendar and workload (scheduling, office hour, online, ...) 

  Course/program assessment (assessments, APR, ...) 

  Other:       

 Policy or Procedure change that requires change to the GP Manual (requires approval by 
College Affairs or Academic Affairs) 

 Other:       

Proposal Overview: (continue on additional pages as needed) 

We propose that courses taught in the Remote format be limited to no more than 25 students.  

  

While research on class size and student success in remote/synchronous online courses is 
ongoing, there is a body of research on course size in online classes.  Such research supports 
the conclusion that class size is an important consideration. Class size can be a factor in a 
student’s course experience and outcomes, as well as in an instructor’s experience teaching a 
course (Lowenthal, Nyland, Jung, Dunlap, & Kepka, 2019). The reason for this is that class size is 
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positively correlated with the amount and quality of interaction between instructors and 
students in the course (Parks-Stamm et al., 2017).  Both class size and the amount of instructor 
participation had a significant effect on student engagement in the course and that these 
factors were related to each other. In other words, smaller class sizes resulted in greater faculty 
participation and thus greater student engagement (Parks-Stamm et al.,2017).  While research 
findings on optimal class size vary (Sorenson, 2015) (Taft, Perkowski, & Martin, 2011), some 
recommended size ranges appear repeatedly, ranging from 12-20 students.   Classes within this 
range fostered the correct balance of interaction in the course — not so large that students feel 
lost and disconnected and not so small that there are too few opportunities for interaction.   

 

What little I could find about class size and student performance in remote synchronous 
classes, focused on the impact of class size on synchronous discussions in which they can see 
each other on the screen. A small class size is a necessity in a synchronous environment 
because students feel more engaged iwth the material and more connected with their 
professors and fellow students when there are fewer faces on the screen.  Too many faces on 
the screen results in decreased engagement and participation.  

(https://www.usnews.com/education/online-education/articles/2014/09/26/experts-say-class-
size-can-matter-for-online-students) 

 

On the zoom platform currently used by the majority of COCC classes, 15 faces can appear on a 
screen simultaneously.  Ideally, we should set remote synchronous class sizes at 15 to allow 
students to see each other on one screen.  However, that may be fiscally impractical.  A class 
size of 25 or lower could provide a balance between fiscal necessity and a class environment 
that promotes student and faculty engagement and interaction. 
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